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WONDERS

With so much emphasis today on large, spa-like bathrooms, it may
seem impossible to design an upscale bathroom in the limited
space you have available. If it’s not feasible to add any more square
footage to your bathroom, don’t despair! You can achieve that
luxury look and feel by carefully selecting colors, finishes and
fixtures that optimize the space.

O The standard spa look is simple, but elegant. That mantra is
perfect for the small bathroom as well. Straight lines and
unadorned natural materials visually open up a small space.

o Avoid cluttering the room with lots of decorative accessories—
rather allow the exquisite glass wall tiles or the exotic wood
console to be the focus.

O Pastel and neutral shades of color seem to expand the space,
while adding to the feeling of serenity. Again, keep it simple—too
many colors will make the room feel crowded.

O Thoroughly illuminate the room using fixtures that provide both
task and ambient light. Windows and skylights that flood the
room with natural light give the perception that the space
continues to the outdoors.

o New toilets are more compact and efficient than older models.
Consider installing a wall-mounted unit that leaves the floor wide
open, giving the illusion of more space.

o Replace your vanity cabinet with a wall-mounted sink to create
a clean, uncluttered look that frees up the floor space below. A
wall-mounted console can offer the same advantages, while
providing storage for toiletries.

o Since it creates no visual barriers, a transparent, frameless glass
shower screen or door is a great choice for a small bathroom.

O A corner bathtub fits well into a small space, nestling in one end
of the room while freeing up floor space. [

’ B Julien’s attractive Bench
ki, L Toilet has a sliding wood
; - panel that conceals a toilet.

The award-winning piece also
provides seating and storage.

(www.julien.ca)

The Bath Trolley by Sonia takes
up little space and can be
conveniently rolled around the
bathroom when needed.

Photo: Courtesy Sonia (www.sonia-sa.com)




To Go Green

A few small changes at home can make a big
difference for our environment.

|. Replace standard incandescent light bulbs with
new CFL light bulbs. They use 75% less energy
and last 10 times longer.

2. Caulk around existing windows and

doorframes to minimize air leakage. It will be
more comfortable inside your house and you
will save on heating and air conditioning bills.

3. Swap your existing faucets and showerheads
with new low-flow units. You won't even notice
the difference.

4. Open your windows whenever possible.
The fresh air will improve your inside air quality and cut the need for air conditioning.

5. Save water by reducing the amount of grass in your yard. Replace it with shrubs and
native plant material. You will even save on fertilizer.

6. Install a programmable thermostat. You can keep your house comfortable when you are
home and avoid paying for costly heat and air conditioning when you are not home.

7. Consider replacing your old hot water heater with the new on-demand water heaters.
They heat the water only when needed. You save money plus you never run out of hot water.

8. Replace your furnace filter every |-2 months. It helps your furnace run more
efficiently and more cost effectively.

9. Most water bottles are never recycled and end up in landfills. If you are concerned
about tap water put a water filter under your sink. Fill reusable bottles for on the go. ' )

10. If you are planning to remodel try to reuse or donate unwanted materials. |

There are always people in need of working appliances. Try donating your old \

cabinets to someone with a lake house. If the materials are in good shape and are
working, chances are you can find someone to use them.

Normandy is committed to building every one of our projects using
environmentally friendly products. Several members of our staff are
currently enrolled in a program to become Green Certified Professionals.






